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"We think it would be eminently worthy of the 
patriotism of the members of our legislature, be- 
fore they adjourn, to forma Stale Agricul:ural 
Society. Such a movement would lead to the 
formation of auxiliary societies in each of the 
counties where none now exist. 





Our subscribers are earnestly requested to re- 
mit us by mail, the amount they may each owe 
us. 

Eastern Potatoes.—Several vessel loads of 
Eastern potatoes—Mercers and Pink-eyes, are 
wanted in this market for seed. 

Mr. Jefferson Shields.—On the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1836, we published a communication from 
this gentleman, announcing that he had discover- 
ed a preventive against the ravages of the Hes- 
sian Fly, and that he would speedily give it to 
the agricultural world in the form of a pamphlet. 
~As nearly 18 monchs has since elapsed and the 
promised work has not made its appearance, and 
as many enquiries have been made of us touching 
the cause of its delay, which we were unable to 
answer, we take this method to respectfully jog 
Mr. Shields’ memory,under the hope that he will 
favor the public with his long promised and anx- 
iously looked for publication. We have no doubt 
it would sell, well. 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO AGRICULTURE. 


We have been politely favored by the editor of 
the Cultivator with copies of two Reports made 
to the legeslature on the 6th and 10th instants, by 
the Committee on Agriculture, through their 
Chairman, E. F.. Allen, Esq. The first report 
was accompanied by a bill to encourage the cul- 
ture of silk, the which we did not receive ; but 
have no doubt, from the tenor of the report itself, 
that its provisions are salutary and will effectuate 





are disposed not only to listen to stateménts of 


by those peculiar circumstances by which the pro- 
ducts of our land have been lessened in quantity, 
and the nation, itself, reduced from the proud atti- 


upon Europe annually for upwards of seven or 
eight millions of dollars worth of those commo- 
dities forthe consumption of our people. !f the 
necessity for this importation arose from a too 
limited territory to produce supplies, the evil 
would be endurable ; but as we have land in a- 
bendance to sustain a thousand times our present 
population, the fact of our not raising bread e- 
nough ‘to meet our demands reflects any thing but 
credit upon us, and points with a force that should 
not be disregarded,a moral that we fain would 
hope will teach us the ways of wisdom. 


the incipient measures have been taker to form an 
Agricultural Society in Warren County, New Jer- 
sey : by the Village Record, we learn that a very 
large meeting of the farmers of Chester and Del- 
aware counties, Pennsylvania, has been held in 
the borough of Westchester, and a committee ap- 
pointed to draft a constitution for a similar socie- 
ty 
ganized by calling Dr. Darlington to the chair; 
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the object in view. The second report is also ac- 
companied by-a bill for the encouragement of 
general agriculture, which latter, we copy, as well 
as both the reports, believing it may be found 
useful to such other legislative bodies as may 
have the subject of encouragement to agriculture 
under consideration. We thank the editor of the 
Cultivator for placing these documents thus early 
in our possession, as they are highly interesting, 
and reflect much credit on their author. Their 
facts are at once useful and instructive, and the 
arguments by which they are enforced no less 
conclusive than well expressed. 

From.all the indications which we see and read, 
we believe the period has arrived, when legislators 


the wants of agriculturists, but when those wants 
will be provided for. Nothing, we are sure, bit 
the most besotted infatuation of rulers can longer 
withhold that support so imperiously demanded 


tude of being the storehouse of other nations, 
whence to draw their bread stuffs, to a dependent 





AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES. 
We observe by the Jast Belvidere Apollo, that 


for those two counties. The meeting was or- 
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subsequently to which, committees were appoint” 
ed to draft resolutions and prepare a constitution 
for the government of the Society. At the head 
of the latter, for Chester County, we ubserve the 
name of Dr. Darlington, a gentleman as distin- 
guished for his agricultural zeal, and botanical ac- 
quirements, as he is eminent asa physician. The 
right spirit prevailed, as we learn from the Re- 
cord, and the meeting “ composed of the right ma- 
teriala—the bone and sinew of the counties, the 
hardy, industrious, intelligent and persevering far- 
mers—those who know how to make a poor farm 
rich.” And in our laet week’s paper will be found 
the proceedings of a meeting of the farmers of 
Kent Cuunty, Md. for the purpose also of forming 
a kindred society. 

These movements, almost simultaneous in three 
neighboring states, speak well for the cause; and 
we sincerely hope, that the noble feelings that 
have prompted them may spread in every direc- 
tion— that they may move onward until they pen- 
etrate the bosoms of every mau engaged in hus- 
bandry in our country, as we are sure that nothing 
isso well calculated as such associations to furthes 
and promote the best intereSt8 of Agriculture.— 
Almost every other class of Society have institu- 
tions peculiar to their respective callings; and 
why should not the farmers and planters have 
theirs ? 

As the spirit of forming Agricultural Societies 
seems to be abroad in ourland, we would respect- 
fully make one recommendation to those baving 
charge of the Constitutions—it is this—that an 
article should be engrafted on each, making it ob- 
ligatory upon each member to furnish, at each an- 
nual meeting of the society to which he may be- 
long, an essay on some agricultural subject, a pa- 
per descriptive of some experiments he may have 
made, or a statement of his mode of culture. If 
such provision were toform a part of the Consti- 
tution of each Agricultural Society, and be faith- 
fully carried out, a body of agricultural informa- 
tion would be gotten together, that would prove 
of incalculable value to the whole country; 
the which, if published in some agricultural paper 
convenient, would diffuse a mass of knowledge 
throughout our wide spread limits, whose benefits 
would be as lasting as our mountains. If it 





should be said, that every farmer cannot write suf- 
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ficiently well for publication ; we reply, that the 
plain homespun statements of unpretending far- 
mer#and planters, detailing in their own way and 
plirase, the operations of their labors, would, to a 
large body of readers, be not only acceptable but 
instructive. Who is there among us when he 
‘reads of the product of @ farm, but likes to see 
the manner of culture detailed? None, And 
who is there so well qualified to perform this of- 
fice, satisfactorily, as the practical man? None. 
—But then if there be some to whom writing is 
a labor, there are also a large body of well educa- 
ted agriculturists in every county, whose essays 
would challenge admiration by the propriety of 
their style and beauty of diction. To such, the 
labor would prove a pleasure, while the commu- 
nity would be enlightened by the soundness of 
their views; so that let us view the matter in 
whatever light we may, much good is likely to 
flow from the measure we propose; and we 
hope it may be received as favorably as it is well 
intended. . 


WORK FOR MARCH. 
ON THB FARM. 


The thrifty husbandman, who regards his inte- 
rest and watches with becoming cireumspection 
the return of seasons, looks forward to the com- 
ing of this month with more than ordinary solici- 
tude ; for, as of old, it was the commencement of 
the year, so is it in many parts of our extensive 
country the beginning of the labors of the field. 
—In years by-gone, ere those radical changes in 
our seasons had been wrought, March was hailed 
as the one of all others among her sisters, as the 
month in which the presiding Deity visited us 
with shrewd and piercing winds—when it was al- 
most at the cost of a man’s ears to face the howl- 
ing blast that moaned so piteouly in its north- 
western tour; but so changed of late are all 
things that belong to our climate and seasons, 
that the ken of man cannot penetrate the myster- 
ies of either—so ever varying, so eccentric, have 
both become, that far-seeing philosophy finds it- 
self at fault in all its calculations, while experi- 
ence teaches, and duty enjoins upon us all to a- 
wait the developements of time, with emotions of 
‘gratitade and resignation, as it may best please 
Him who soothes the agonized of heart, to fash- 
jon them to our wants. Bat amidst all this incer- 
titude, March is still pregnant with toils, with 
fears, and anxieties, for those who look to the 
earth as the storehouse of their wordly weal ; and 
such being the case, let us see what are those ap- 
propriate labors which it becomes us to perform. 
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Fences.-—-Let all your fences be carefully ex 
amined, and thoroughly repaired or renewed, as 
circumstances may require, as without substan” 
tial enclosures, such as will resist the depreda- 
tions of your own and neighbor’s stock, your 
labour may be rendered of but little value. 

Stock.—Let your stock of all kinds be care- 
fully attended to this month as it is one peculiar- 
ly trying to the whole animal race. 

As a preventive to the hollow-horn, put a tea- 
spoonful of the spirits of turpentine, at least 
twice this month in the cup or cavity in the back 
of the head of your cows and oxen. ; 

Spring Wheat—Sow your spring wheat any 
time this month, or even up to the middle of the 
next, taking care to plough and pulverise your 
ground well before sowing. One bushel to the 
acre is sufficient. 

Barley.—As soon ae the frost is out of the 
ground get in your barley. If your ground was 
broken up last fallso much the better. Sow from 
6 to 8 pecks to the acre. 

Oats.--We need not tell the prudent farmer 
that the sooner he gets in his oats, after the frost 
is out of the ground the better, as his experience 
will have taughthim. From 2 to 24 bushels to 
the acre should be sown. 

Grass Seeds,—Let us advise you te sow clo- 
ver on all your wheat, rye and oats, whether you 
intend them to remain in grass or not—for you 
may be assured that it will serve to keep down 
weeds, and that even though you should plough 
them up in the fall you will derive great advantage 
in the melioration of your soils from what you may 
turn in. Should you design any portion of your 
olever to remain for meadows, sow at least 12 Ibs. 
of clover seed and half a bushel of herds’ grass 
to the acre; if clover alone, from 12 to 16 Ibs. 
will be the right quantity. 

Rye Grass.—This is a productive and early 
grass, and nutritious withal, therefore try an acre 
of it, as it lasts for many years and yields well.—- 
Two bushels to the acre if sown alone is the pro- 
per quantity—if with clover 1 bushel to 12 lbs. 
of the latter to the acre. 

Lucerne.—If you purpose making an experi- 
ment on this grass, select a rich dry soil, which 
should be previously well ploughed, pulverized 
and cleaned, and sow 20 quarts of seed the acre. 

Potatoes.—Get in your early potatoes as soon 
as the frost is out of the ground and the soif tol- 
erably dry, plough thoroughly, pulverize well, 
strike your furroughs, plant your potatoes, cover 
them well with long manure, keep them clean 





from the time they make their appearance until 
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you lay them by,and you may calculate pe 
good crop. : 


Carrots, Parsnips, Beets, Mangel Wurtzel ani 


Sugar Beet may all be sown this month, as so9q: 


as the frost has been sufficiently long out of the 
ground to dry the soil. 

Manures.--Lose no time in carting out your 
manures, If you have any new ground apply 
lime_to it for the double purpose of decomposing 
the roots and other vegetable matter it contains, 
and of neutralizing the acids which always abound 
in it, 

Tools and implements—Examine them and 
have them all ready for active operations. 

In conclusion, we would have you bear in mind 


that if you have no long manure to spare for 
your potatoes, that leaves from the woods,pine 
shatters, sea-weed, marsh mud, scrapings of your 
barn yard, lanes and roads, will form an excellent 
substitute, and greatly add to their productive. 
ness. 





Coal Ashes—A highly important document 
has been presented to the public in the form ofa 
report to the Board of Assistant Aldermen of New 
York, on the subject of coal ashes. By this re 
port, it would seem that an article which has 
hitherto been considered a nuisance, is in fact very 
valuable, both for purposes of fuel and manure. 
The report states that the fine cinders sified from 
the ashes proper, ignite readily, and burn well,and 
can therefore be turned to good accountas fuel, 
producing a great saving in the course of the win- 
ter. One gentleman who consumed considerable 
coal, kept three fires constantly burning with his 
coal ashes alone. Another says that he had 28 
or 80 tons of ashes sifted at considerable expense, 
and that he still made a considerable saving by 
the operation. It also appears that the fine dost 
or ashes proper, may be used to advantage ass 
manure, and has been so employed for a long 
time, in England. If these statements should 
prove correct, our city corperations instead of 
using the coal for filling up wharves and sinks,as 
we believe has hitherto been the case, will find it 
to their advantage to turn them to profitable ac- 
count, as it appears thata rich income may be 
produced out of that which was before a profitless 
waste.— Brooklyn Adv. 


Important to Tanners.—It is stated that Dr. W. 
ZoLuikorFeR, of Middleburg, Md., has obtaineds 
patent for a new discovery in the art of tanning, 
being an improved process of dating all kinds of 
hides and skins, in one to nine hours.—T he texture 
and complexion of the leather that is tanned after 
the operation of this bate, is said to lose nothing 
in comparison with that which has been bated ip 
the old way.— Patriot. 


Commerce of Boston.—The foreign arrivals at 
the port of Boston for the year 1837, were 298 
ships and barques, 552 brigs, and 805 schooners, 
1 ketch and 1 galliot—showing an increase op 
the previous yearof 186 sail. The coastwise ar- 
rivals were 1000. ‘The total clearances 3837—of 
the foreign clearances, 671 were American, 688 





English. 
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INTERESTING ANALYSES. — earth, affording’as it does safe criteria by which to 
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100 lb. wheat contains 85lb. nutritious matter; ac- 
eording to Sir H. Da- 
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der the title of “Geoponics” for the benefit of his 
subjects, a fresh impulse was given to the pur- 
sdits of husbandry. I; was, however, of short 
durdtion. Amid the civil convulsions which so 
long distracted the Eastern empire and the incur- 
sions.of the Northern barbarians who devastated 
the Western even to its utter extinction, the art 
again slept until towards the close of the 15th 
cehtury—when Crecenzio the Italian, and others 
of his countrymen, revived an interest in it by 
their admirable works on the subject—works, the 
benefits of which were felt centuries after their au- 
thors had slumbered in the dust. 

About the beginning of the 17th century, the 
French manifested great interest in agriculture, 
and many voluminous works were written. But 
the Flemings, perhaps availing themselves of the 
light thus imparted, soon became the most judi- 
cious and successful farmers in Europe. It is, 
indeed, curious to observe how many of the vital 
principles of agricultural prosperity this heavy- 
headed people adopted, at this early period, and 
carried out into the most successful practice.— 
One of these principles was to cultivate but a 
small parcel of Jand and to cultivate it like a gar- 
den. Another was the growing of the best and 
tenderest grasses—so as to avoid the necessity of 
keeping too many servants and draught-catile. In 
connexion with this, another admirable idea was 
the cultivation of root crops—in the course of 
which they discovered that 10 acres, thus work- 
ed, would produce more sustenance for farm stock 
than 40 acres inthe common farm grass. They 
were also the discoverers of halfa score of new 
kinds of manures. And to their immortal honor, 
be it reeorded, they were the first of the moderns 
who ploughed in green crops to improve the soil, 
and also the first to resort to that indispensablea- 
gent of the wise farmer—compost manure. 

At the termination of the European wars of the 
first half of the 18th century by the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, the arts of agriculture were again cul- 
tivated, with great assiduity, by all the late belli- 
gerent powers, from motives of state policy. The 
art was, thus, greatly improved ; the science made 
a part of the regular course of study at many of 
the most respectable universities of Europe; and 
academies sprung up, societies were organized, 

riodicals established, and regular works pub- 
ished—all devoted, exclusively, to-agricultural 
improvement. Jn this honorable enterprize, Eng- 
land has acted conspicuously, The list of her 
writers on agriculture is long and respectable; her 
kings and nobles have, personally, encouraged 
and fostered it. Her Royal Society has greatly 

romoted the science by its enlightened labors. 
But above all, her national Board of Agriculture, 
jected by Sir John Sinclair—honour to whom 
Loaeee is due—has probably been more largely 
instrumental in the advancement of the art in that 
kingdom than any other agency whatever. Col- 
laterally with this great influence we might men- 
tion the names of Young and Bakewell (familiar 
to the people of this country) who greatly aided 
the agricultural interest--the one by his popular 
writings, and the other by his practical and emi- 
nently successful experiments in the breeding and 
improvement of live stock of various kinds. Nor 
would it, perhaps, be just to omit, in this latter 
department, the highly judicious and triumphant 
labours of his Grace the Duke of Bedford. The 


root culture in Great Britain, has also been car- 
ried to a high state of improvement—a system, 
probably, as deeply identified with her agricultur- 
al prosperity as any other department of her rural 
labors. 

In our own—our native land, while we find 
much to admire in the farming of some parts of 
the Union, and still more upon which to ground 
cheering hopes for the future, candour, now, com- 
- the confession that we are lagging greatly 

ehind our opportunities, and the example ar.d en- 
terprize of other nations. A single fact (which 
we have heretofore noticed) will exemplify this 
fully, Great Britain, with her little handful of 
soil, and with considerably less than one half the 
number of agriculturists, supports a larger popu- 
lation than we do with our immense territory and 
far more genial climate! Our hopes for the fu- 
ture, however, are well grounded. An increasing 
interest is felt in agricultural pursuits ; a most com- 
mendable enterprize in the propagation of the best 
breeds of foreign and native improved stock is 
manifesting itself in various sections of the coun- 
try; good examples of legislation and public spirit 
are exhibited in several States; and, last but not 
least, a large amount of scientific and practical ta- 
lent is now engaged in disseminating useful know- 
ledge of husbandry, and waking up an interest in 
its pursuits throughout the Union. We have in- 
deed been particularly gratified in undertaking the 
editorship of this print to find, from the character 
of our exchange papers, that we are thrown into 
professional association with so much intelligence 
and science and literary ability. These are, cer- 
tainly, prognostics of solid improvement and a bet- 
ter day—a day when agriculture shall be introdu- 
ced into our universities, and boast her own sem- 
inaries—and find herself upheld by the parental 
hand of a wise and judicious government. 

In the above rapid and imperfect sketch, and in 
fact throughout all the annals of husbandry, we 
cannot shut our eyes to the striking fact, that 
wherever any signal impulse has been given to a- 
gricultural pursuits, or any remarkable advance- 
ment of the art effected, it has been, invariabiy, 
preceded or accompanied by the lights of know- 
lege—scientific as well as practical. In other 
words, all the great improvements, in the cultiva- 
tion of the soil, are the legitimate results of “book 
farming”——a term often pronounced, with vast 
contempt, by supercilious flippancy and malignant 
ignorance. Let it never be done again. Let no 
one decry that knowledge of his calling, which is, 
emphatically, power, of the most effective descrip- 
tion, in contending with the adverse propensities 
of a cursed and stubborn soil. 


IMPORTANT PAPERS. 
IN NEW YORK ASSEMBLY, 


Report of the committee on agriculture, on seve- 
ral petitions to encourage the growth of silk. 
Mr. L. F. Allen, from the committee on agri- 

culture, to whom was referred ten several pe- 

litions from the county of Warren, praying for 
legislative encouragement to the growth of silk, 

Reports : 

That in their estimation, the period has fully 
arrived, when the domestic policy of the State of 

New-York should be directed towards encourag- 








ing, by every reasonable consideration, the growth 
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of this valuable product within her own terris 


tory. 

Although the article of silk has for 
turies been denominated one of lusery, son keg 
in the last thirty years it has become of Such 
universal consumption with nearly all classe, 
our population, as to be now considered of odes. 
a necessity. 

rom numerous experiments, lon 
cessfully tried, in the rs yar States, i re: - 
satisfactorily tested that not only the mul 
the favorite food of the silk worm, but that the 
insect itself will flourish in the highest perfection 
In different districts of New-England, for half 
century, silk, to a considerable amount! has bees 
manufactured for domestic consumption: aj 
further and more critical experiments have est, 
lished the fact, that its cultivation and manuf. 
ture may succeed in our own country, to apg. 
most indefinite extent. The consumpticn of jp. 
ported silks, which in 1821 amounted to less thy 
three and a half millions of dollars, had, in 1886, 
a period of fifteen years, increased to the enormoy 
sum of fifteen millions for the United States alone: 
an amount greater, by several millions, than th 
whole exported agricultural production of th 
States north of the Potomac.—And when it is op. 
sidered, that by a proper encouragement given 
our population, in exciting their industry to the 
production, of this valuable article within our own 
borders, a large proportion.of this expenditure cay 
be saved to - people, the policy of such 
measure may be well considere Legisle- 
— - our State. — 

e cultivation of silk is an objec 

more congenial with the domestic habinel 
farming population, than almost any other of ou 
household employment. 

It is calculated, as your committee believe, 1 
re-establish and maintain that valuable branch of 
home industry, (the loss of which must finally result 
in a loss of much national virtue,) and in the 
promotion of the most delightful relations of runl 
life. The establishment of extensive manufte- 
tories among our people, has already drawn thou 
ands of our families and children from the farm 
house; and although your committee would not 
speak in terms of disparagement of those import 
ant branches of our natiunal industry, yet they 
would earnestly recommend to your consideratio, 
the encouragement of those quiet and domesti¢ 
pursuits which tend to the encouragement of runl 
labor at home. 

The rapid improvements which the past twenty 
years have made in cotton and woollen machinery 
has almost entirely driven the loom and the spi 
ning-wheel from our farm houses, and vlogs 
factories have nearly depopulated many of ott 
farming districts of this most charming of their 
household attractions. To again’ awaken the 
busy hum of domestic industry in the dwellings 
of our rural population, to add to the comforts and 
the happiness of their firesides, and to encourge 
a valuable er sg among those who, from 
the absence of some attractive and profitable labor, 
would otherwise spend their time in slothful inae- 
tivity, should be alike the pride as well as pleaser 
of our legislators. 

The example of several of our sister States in 
encouraging, by a State bounty, the growth of the 
mulberry and production of silk, has been attend 
ed with the most beneficial results. Lands here 
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tofore worthless have been planted with the mul- 
berry, and tracts of exhausted, as weil as natural- 
ly sterile soils, are now becoming productive in 
bearing their annual harvests to the silk worm. 
It is a tree wisely ordered by nature to thrive in 
a barren region, and is often found most flourish- 
dng where more favored plants obtain but a feeble 
existence. Your committee do not indeed enter- 
tain a doubt, but that even the miserable lands 
which stretch for miles to the north and west of 
this goodly city of Albany, were the production 
of silk properly encouraged, might, in a few years, 
instead of yielding a gloomy and stinted growth 
of pines, become of immense value for the growth 
of the mulberry; and that their now tenantless 
Jains would be sprinkled with cottages, and in- 
bited; by an industrious population, engaged in 
the production of that valuable article. Its growth 
and manufacture would employ those chiefly at 
an age little fitted for the more laborious pursuits 
of the farm, and would fill up a void in the pro- 
ductive labors of the family, by giving employ- 
ment to the aged, the infirm and the child, from 
whose labors little profit is now realized. 

Aware, as your committee fully are, of the vast 
resources of our State of New-York, and much 
as it behooves her to lead in the front rank of in- 
dustry and wealth among her sister States, yet 
they cannot conceal the truth that, for many 
years past, this proud State has lagged far behind 
in the laudable policy of encouraging, by State 
bounty, the production of new and important 
branches of either agriculture or manufactures. 

Presuming, therefore, that the laudable object 
of your petitioners from the county of Warren 
will meet with a hearty co-operation in your 
House of Assembly, by granting the object of 
their prayer, your committee beg leave to intro- 
duce a bill. 


REPORT 


Of the committee on agriculture, on the memorial 
of the State agricultural convention assembled 
in Albany on the first day of February, in- 
stant. 

Although the duties of the committee on agri- 
culture have oftentimes been considered rather 
nominal than active, yet your committee, on a re- 
view of past years, and a careful examination of 
the present condition of the State, have come to 
the conclusion that a serious responsibility, at 
this time, rests upon them; that they are charged 
with some of the highest duties which devolve 
upon the Legislature of a State; the guardian- 
ship of that primary branch of industry which is 
the source of our prosperity and greatness, and 
our sure dependence in times of public peril and 
misfortune. Politicians may speculate upon the 
influence which free institutions, or a partizan 
administration, may have upon the prosperity of 
& country; commercial men may extol the ad- 
vantages of an extended foreign commerce ; man- 
ufacturers may claim pre-eminence in conferring 
independence upon their country ; and literature 
may arrogate the exclusive credit of rendering a 
community enlightened and polished; yet, after 
all, agriculture constitutes the broad base upon 
which the whole superstructure of society depends 


authorities, or from the inattention and lack of 
intelligence in its rural population, the govern- 
ment becomes embarrassed, commerce crippled, 
and manufactures paralyzed. A maritime war 
may sweep our commerce from the ocean; our 
manufactures may sink for want of a market for 
their fabrics, as they have done; but agriculture 
never disappoints our hopes, while we continue 
to enjoy the blessings- of a kind Providence, 
whose favor it is alike our duty and our interest to 
propitiate, by prudent foresight and dutiful submis- 
sion to all his requirements. The soil, under 
judicious management, never withholds the trib- 
utes of reward to those who humbly devote them- 
selves to its culture, and place upon it their only 
sure reliance. Upon this, then, we ought to be- 
stow our special attention, our protecting care. 
These truths have been amply illustrated and esta- 
blished in the experience of the two last years. 
Your committee are persuaded that the condition 
of. the agriculture of any country affords a safe 
criterion whereby to judge, not only of its general 
prosperity, but of the social and moral condition 
of its population. 

The recollections of the age will serve to show, 
that the relative condition of our agriculture and 
that uf many of the countries of Europe has un- 
dergone a remarkable change within the last forty 
years. While the latter has been increasing, ours 
has been diminishing in its products. About the 
commencement of the present century the expor- 
tation of bread stuffs and other provisions, from 
the northern and middle States, amounted annual- 
ly, to twelve or fourteen millions of dollars, prin- 
cipally to the continent of Europe. In the two 
last years, instead of exporting provisions to 
Europe, as formerly, we have imported from 
thence bread stuffs to the amount of seven or eight 
millions of dollars. These facts conclusively 
show, that the agricultural products of Europe 
have greatly increased, while ours have been di- 
minishing, in proportion to our population, not- 
withstanding the vast accession of fertile virgin 
soil which has been constantly enlarging our 
borders. Whence this great change but from a 
neglect, on our part, to nurture this great branch 
of national industry; and a diligent and constant 
endeavor, on the part of the government and 
people of Europe, to improve it? We have the 
most ample evidence that the efforts of our cotem- 
poraries on the old continent have been crowned 
with abundant success. France and Germany 
have made great advances in agricultural improve- 
ment. The once barren sands of Brandenburgh, 
and the no less unproductive heaths of Prussia, 
are now covered, through the active efforts of the 
Prussian government, with plentiful harvests of 
the finest grain in the world. The soil of Eng- 
land has been made to more than double its pro- 
ducts within the last sixty years; and Scotland 
has quadrupled her agricultural products since the 
termination of our revolutionary war. 


While such has been the recent progress of 
agricultural improvement in Europe, what has 
been our progress in husbandry? Has it not been 
retrograde? Have not our cultivated lands been 
generally deteriorating, under an exhausting sys- 
tem of husbandry? and have not large tracts, 
once fertile, on the Atlantic border of our country, 


culture, on account of the sterilit uced b 
our bad husbandry ? cee , 

Upon the view of the subject which these facts 
present, the committee feel it their duty to press 
upon ‘the consideration of the Legislature, who 
are delegated to take care of the public weal, an 
investigation into the causes which have led to 
this great, this alarming change, in the relative 
condition of the two continents; and to urge them 
to adopt prompt and efficient means, not to re- 
press the European spirit, which has done so 
much good to the human family, but to transfuse 
a portion of that spirit into our own population, 
and to raise the character of our agriculture, as we 
can and ought to do, to the level of that of any 
courtry on the globe. Fortunately, we are not 
left in doubt as to the prominent means of ef- 
fecting this desirable object. Other governments 
have made the experiment for us; have set us the 
example, and in a measure demonstrated the cer- 
tainty of success. Those governments have pat- 
ronized and aided this noble art, by protection 
and rewards; hy instruction, in the primary 
schools, in the elementary principles of husbandry; 
by national boards of agriculture ; by agricultural 
surveys, and by schools of scientific and practical 
institution in the diseases and management of 
domestic animals, and in the business of agricul- 
ture generally. 

The State of Massachusetts was among the 
first to encourage the establishment of agricultural 
societies, and to dispense to them the public 
bounty. Her continuing to persevere in this 
policy to the present time, by a renewal of the 
law making an annual and liberal appropriation to 
this object, is at once an evidence’ that she has 
found such expenditure salutary, and in perfect 
unison with the feelings and wishes of her enlight- 
ened population. 

The State of Maine has also given an example 
of great liberality and wisdom, in recent efforts to 
imprave her agriculture. The bounty which she 
this year pays to her citizens, to encourage the 
culture of wheat alone, will draw from the treasu 
a greater sum, than all the expenditures, whic 
the “empire State” has made direetly in aid of 
her agriculture, put together. 

Several of the States have likewise, with a view 
to encourage a useful and lucrative branch of 
home industry, offered liberal bounties for the cul- 
tivation of the mulberry, and the production of 
silk. A slight reference to the proceedings of the 
current Legislatures of several of our sister States, 
at this moment, may show the position which our 
own proud State should assume on this important 
subject. 

A bill is now before the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts for giving a bounty to her citizens for 
the production of wheat. 

A bill is in discussion in the Legislature of 
Kentucky to establish a board of agriculture, and 
State and county societies. 

A bill is before the Legislature of Maryland to 
establish and patronize agricultural schools, &c. 

The same is under consideration in the young 
and enterprising State of Michigan, for the estab- 
lishment of State and county agricultural socie- 
ties, with appropriations from the State funds 
for their support. 

And even Wisconsin, that wild, though fertile 








for support. If that languishes, either for want of 
the protection and patronage of the constituted 


been absolutely abandoned, as unprofitable for 


and rapidly increasing territory of the great west, 
is engaged in the same laudable work. 





| 
| 
| 


SR eT 











—_—_—_$—$_€_$_§_¥_—¥—_*" 

Nor do we lack @ useful lesson of instruction 
at home. ‘T’he law passed in 1819, “to improve 
the agricalture of this State,” did do what its title 
purported ; it did improve the agriculture of this 
State. It improved our farm stock, our farm im- 
plements, our farm crops, and modes of culture ; 
and it gave a new impulse to useful enterprize and 
improvement. And although the manner of its 


execution was in many cases faulty, as all new}: 


experiments are liable to be in the outset; yet it 

ted a great public good. That law involved 
8 public expenditure of twenty: five or thirty thous- 
and dollars, and no jike sum, your committee are 
induced to believe, has been expended from the 
State treasury with greater public advantage. Its 
benefite are now palpable, and are acknowledged 
by all intelligent men. Indeed, it has been stated, 
upon no slight grounds, that the expenditure has 
been more than thrice returned to the treasury, in 
the form of canal tolls upon the extra products of 
the soil, which it virtually created. 

There is another subject to which the com- 
mittee deem it proper to call the attention of the 
Legislature. The insect denominated the grain 
worm, has, for several years, been greatly destruc- 
tive to the wheat crop in the northern and north- 
eastern counties of the State. It is progressing 
south and west, and threatens to cut off, or at least 
seriously to diminish, the great staple of our soil, 
and the source of much of our wealth. If the 
attention of naturalists, and the critical observa- 
tion of practical farmers, were directed to the 
character and habits of this insect, by offers of a 
liberal bounty for the discovery of an efficient 
preventive of its depredations, it is believed that 
great public benefit might result from the measure, 
while it seems certain that no injury could ensue 
from it. 

Your committee believe that in all the arts of 

ductive labor, and particularly in agriculture, 
it is highly important, to the attainment of excel- 
lence, to commence instractivn in the primary 
schools. And as we now have published, in our 
State, agricultural journals of as high and useful 
character as are published in the world, and ata 
price less than one-fourth the cost of an equal 

uantity of matter in a book form, they consider 
their introduction into our common schools as 
occasional class books for our youth, a cheap 
and efficient means of improving both the mind 
and the soul. 

From the best consideration which the com- 
mittee have been able to give to the important 
matters which come within the purview of their 
duties, they have come to the unanimous con- 
clusion, that the time has arrived, when the public 
interest, and the popular will alike require the ex- 
ercise of legislative wisdom, and legislative bounty, 
to improve the condition of our agriculture ; the 
business, as has been already remarked, which 
gives employment to the mass of our population, 
and which is the main source of prosperity to all 
the other classes of society. The committee, 
therefore, recommend that, with a view of pro- 
moting the desired improvement, a law be enacted 
to organize a State board of agriculture, and to 
establish agricultural societies in the several coun- 
ties of this State; and that an annual expendi- 
ture of 25,000 dollars be authorized, for five 
years, with suitable provisions and under proper 
restrictions, to improve the agriculture of this 
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State. The committee have prepared a bill in ac- 
cordance with their views upon this subject and 
have directed their chairman to ask leave to pre- 
sent the same. 


An Act to improve the Agriculture of this State. 


The People of the State of New-York, represent- 
ed in Senate and Assembly, do enact as fol- 
lows : 


1. That the sum of twenty thousand dollars 
per annum shall be, and hereby is appropriated, 
for the term of five years, for the promotion of 
agriculture and household manufatures, in the 
several counties of the state, in the manner fol- 
lowing, to wit: To the county of Albany five 
hundred and twenty-one dollars; to the county 
of Allegany, three hundred forty-eight dollars ; to 
the county of Broome, one hundred and seventy- 
four dollars ; to the county of Cattaraugus, three 
hundred and forty-eight dollars , to the county of 
Cayuga, five hundred and twenty-one dollars ; to 
the county of Chautauque, five hundred and 
twenty-one dollars; to the county of Chemung, 
one hundred and seventy-four dollars; to the 
county of Chenango, five hundred and twenty- 
one dollars; to the county of Clinton, one hun- 
dred and seventy-four dollars; to the county of 
Cortland, three hundred and forty-eight dollars ; 
to the county of Delaware, three hundred and 
forty-eight dollars; to the county of Dutchess, 
five hundred and twenty-one dollars ; to the coun- 
ty of Erie, five hundred and twenty-one dollars ; 
to the county of Essex, one hundred and seventy- 
four dollars; to the county of Franklin, one hun- 
dred and seventy-four dollars; to the county of 
Genesee, six hundred and ninety-five dollars; to 
the county of Greene, three hundred and forty- 
eight dollars; to the county of Herkimer, three 
hundred and forty-eight dollars; to the county of 
Jefferson, five hundred and twenty-one dollars; 
to the county of Kings, three hundred and forty- 
eight dollars; to the county of Lewis, one hun- 
dred and seventy-four dollars; to the county of 
Livingston, three hundred and forty-eight dollars; 
to the county of Madison, five hundred and twen- 
ty-one dollars; to the couuty of Monroe, five 
hundred and twenty-one dollars ; to the county 
of Montgomery, five hundred and twenty-one 
dollars ; to the county-of Niagara, three hundred 
and forty-eight dollars; to the county of Oneida, 
six hundred and ninety-five dollars ; to the county 
of Onondaga, six hundred and ninety-five dollars; 
to the county of Ontario, five hundred and twen- 
ty- one dollars ; to the county of Orange, five hun- 
dred and twenty-one dollars; to the county of 
Orleans, one hundred and twenty-four dollars ; to 
the county of Oswego, three hundred and forty- 
eight dollars; to the county of Otsego, five hun- 
dred and twenty-one dollars; to the county of 
Putnam, one hundred and twenty-four dollars ; to 
the county of Queens, one hundred and seventy- 
four dollars; to the county of Rensselaer, five 
hundred and twenty-one dollars; to the county 
of Richmond, one hundred and seventy-four dol- 
lars; to the. county of Rockland, one hundred 
and seventy-four dollars; to the couuty of St. 
Lawrence, three hundred and forty-eight dollars ; 
to the county of Saratoga, three hundred and 
forty-eight dollars; to the county of Schenectady, 





one hundred and seventy-four dollars; to the 
county of Schoharie, three hundred and forty- 
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eight dollars ; to the county of Seneca, one hon. 
dred and seventy-four dollars; to the county of 
Steuben, five handred and twenty-one dollars; tg 
the county of Suffolk, three hunred and forty-eight 
dollars; to the county of Sullivan, one hundred 
and seventy-four dollars; to the county of Tj 

one hundred and seventy-four dollars; to th 


eight dollars; to the county of Ulster, three hu. 
dred and fifty dollars; to the county of W 

one hundred and seventy-five dollars; to the 
eCunty of Washington, three hundred and fifty 
dollars; to the county of Wayne, three hundred 
and fifty dollars; to the county of Westchester, 
three hundred and fifty dollars ; to the county of 
Yates, one hundred and seventy-four dollars, 

2. That when an agricultural society shall be 
formed in any county, or in two contiguous coun. 
ties, and the members thereof shall annually pro- 
cure, or raise by voluntary subscription, any sum 
of money, the president and treasurer shall make 
and subscribe an affidavit of the facts of the for 
mation of such society, and of their having raised 
a certaih sum, specifying the amount thereof, 
which affidavit shall be filed with the comptroller 
of this state, who shall draw his warrant on the 
treasurer for a sum equal to double the amount 
of such voluntary subscription, not, however ex- 
ceeding the amount!to which such county or coun 
ties would be entitled, according to the apportion. 
ment aforesaid. 

3. That the several agricultural societies which 
shall be formed in this state, during the continu 
ance of this act, shall annually elect such and s0 
many officers as they shall deem proper, all of 
whom shall be actually engaged in carrying on 
the business of farming ; none of whom, however, 
shall receive any emolument from his office ; and 
it shall be the duty of such officers annually to 
regulate and award premiums on such articles, 
productions and improvements, as they may deem 
best calculated to promote the agricultural and 
household manufacturing interests of this state; 
having especial reference to the nett profits which 
accrue, or are likely to acerue, from the mode of 
raising the crop or stock, or the fabrication of the 
article thus offered, with the intention that the 
reward shall be given for the most economical or 
profitable mode of competition: Provided always, 
that no individual shall recive more than: two 
premiums at any anniversary meeting, nor more 
than one first and one second permium at aay 
subsequent time upon’ the same. animal, and that 
no person shall receive any premium from 
awarding committee of which he is a member 
thereof: And provided further, that before any 
premium shall be delivered, the person claiming 
the same, or to whom the same may be awar 
shall deliver in writing to the president of the 8 
ciety, as accurate a description of the process 
preparing the soil, including the quantity 
quality of manure applied, and in raising the crop, 
or feeding the animal, as may be; and also of the 
expense and product of the crep, or of increase 
value of the animal, with the view of showing & 
curately the profit of cultivating the crop, oF 
feeding or fattening the animal. 

4. That if an agricultural society shall not be 
organized, in any county, or shall neglect to raise 
by voluntary subscription, a sum which shall ew 





title them to the apportionment made to said cout- 


county of Tompkins, three hundred and forty. . 
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ty by this act, the board of supervisors of said 
county are hereby empowered, at their pleasure, 
during the continuance of this act, to raise annu- 
ally, in the maiMer the contingent charges of said 
county are required to be raised, a sum equal to 
ove half the amount hereby appropriated to said 
county. And whenever the president of said 
board of supervisors shall certify to the comptrol- 
ler that pie board of supervisors have resolved 
toraise such sum, it shall be the duty of the 
comptroller to draw his warrant on the treasurer 
of the state, in favor of the treasurer of such coun- 

,for the sum appropriated for said county by the 

t section of this act. 

5. That it shall be the duty of the supervisors 
of every such county, to cause all the money so 
raised and received for agricultural improvement, 
to be paid and expended at an annual agricultural 
exhibjjion, to be held in such county, at such 
time as they shall appoint, in such manner as shall 
in their judgment best promote the legitimate ob- 
ject of this act, and subject to all the provisions 
contained in the third section hereof. 

6. That the several presidents of the said soci- 
eties, and of the boards of supervisors, who shall 
receive or expend any of the moneys hereby ap- 
propriated, shall annually, in the month of De- 
cember, transmit all such reports or returns as 
they are required to demand and receive, to the 
secretary of the state board of agriculture, here- 
after named and organized, together with an ab- 
stract of their proceedings, exhibiting a detailed 
account of the expenditure of all the moneys 
which shall come into their hands under this act, 
and stating to whom and for what purpose paid, 
with the vouchers therefor. 

7. There shall be organized a state board of 
agriculture to consist of five members, who shall 
hold their offices for five years from the second 
Tuesday of February, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, and shall receive, while ne- 
cessarily employed in the duties enjoined by this 
act, the same compensation as members of the 
legislature. ‘They may choose such officers as 
they may deem necessary, and shall hold quarter- 
yearly meetings in the city of Albany on the first 
Tuesday in February, May, August and Novem- 
ber; and may also meet at such other times as 
may be found expedient to fulfil the duties here- 
after enjoined upon them. 

8. There shall be assigned for the meetings of 
the state board of agriculture, and 4s a museum 
for models, geological specimens, and agricultural 
productions, a suitable apartment in the state 
buildings now erecting ; which room and muse- 
um shall be kept in order by the secretary, or by 
some person to be appointed by the board, and 





‘shall at all reasonable hours be open and accessi- 


ble to the public without charge. 

9. Itshall be the duty of the state board of a- 
pieslnre to examine all reports and returns made 
y the presidents of the county agricultural socie- 
ties, and boards of agriculture ; to select, for pub- 
lication, such of them, and such other essays as 
they may judge advisable; and shall annually 
publish a volume, to be distributed in the several 
counties of this state, by the county agricultural 
societies, or by the boards of supervisors thereof : 
And they shall examine, when in session, and de- 
termine by practical experiment on the merits of 
all new farm implements or machinery offered for 





their examination, and may award discretionary 
premiums upon such e* may be found truly mer- 
itorious and deserving of public patronage, provi- 
ded the whole amount expended in any one year 
shall not exceed the sum of one thousand dollars 
for that purpose; and provided further, that no 
such premium shall be delivered to the person 
claiming the same, until. he has deposited with 
the board a model of his implément, machine or 
improvement. 

10. There shall be deposited in "the room as- 
signed to the board, a complete set of mineralogical 
and geological specimens, properly arranged and 
labelled, from the collections now being made by 
the geological corps in the public employ ; speci- 
men of choice or rare agricultural productions, 
models of implements, drawings of choice animals, 
books, and other articles which may be presented to 
the museum, a registry of all which shall be made 
by the secretary, and open to the public inspec- 
tion. 

11. The said state board of agriculture shall re- 
port annually to the legislature, in the month of 
January, a statement of their expenditures and of 
their proceedings during the previous year ; and 
also all matters that they may deem calculated to 
promote the improvement of agriculture and of 
household industry. 

12. A reward of five hundred dollars shall be 
and is hereby offered to any person who shall dis- 
cover and will communicate to the state board of 
agriculture, for the public benefit, a sure and ef- 
ficient preventive of the depredations of the insect 
denominated the Grain Worm ; the efficacy of the 
said preventive to be tested by the said board dur- 
ing at least one year, and satisfactorily confirmed 
before the said award shall be given ; and if the 
discovery shall prove but a partial remedy of the 
evil, it is made discretionary with the said board, 
or a majority of them, to award such part of the 
sum hereby appropriated as its importance may 
seem to justify. 

18. That the treasurer of the state shall annual- 
ly pay on the warrant of the comptroller to the 
said state board of agriculture, the sum of five 
thousand dollars, to enable them to pay the afore- 
said premium; to purchase and distribute such use- 
ful seed as they may deem proper ; to publish an 
annual volume, and to defray such other necessary 
expenses to promote the object of this act, as are 
not otherwise provided for; and the said board 
shall annually account with the comptroller for 
the expenditure of their money. 

14. That the presidents of the several county 
societies, or delegates to be chosen by them an- 
nually for the purpose, shall be ex-officio mem- 
bers of the New York State Agricultural Society. 

15. The board of agriculture, constituted as a- 
foresaid, shall have the authority in their discre- 
tion, to award premiums for the production of ex- 
traordinary and valuable crops of grain; beet root, 
and sugar manufactured from the same; mulberry 
orchards, and silk manufactured therefrom; or any 
agricultural or horticultural productions or house- 
hold manufactures, which in their view shall by 
such encouragement add to the productive wealth 
of the country, not exceeding, however, in amount 
the sum of $5,000 hereby placed in their hands. 

16. The collectors of taxes in the several 
towns in the State of New-York are hereby re- 
quired, while collecting the same, to ascertain, as 


near as'may be in their power,the’*humber of bush-= 
els of grain of differentkinds, of eaculent roots, 
and of hay produced during current year in 

their respective towns, and the number of horses, 
cattle, sheep and swine then in existence, and re- 

port such amount to the board of agriculture in 

the city of Albany, on or. before the.first .day of . 
January in each'and évery year hereafter. Such 

report to be directed to “ The State Board of Ag- 

riculture; Albany.” 

17. The sum of $25,000 appropriated by this 
act shalk be taken from the income of ‘the eurplus 
fund deposited with the State of New-York by 
the United States, , 

18. The first board of agriculture shall consist 
of who are hereby appointed for the 
term of five years aforesaid, and all vacancies that 
may occur in said board shall be filled by joint 
ballot of both houses of the legislature at their 
annual session, to be held by the incumbents for 
the same period of time. 

18, The State board of agriculture shall pro- 
cure of the agricultural periodioals entitled “The 
Cultivator,” and “The Monthly Genesee Farmer,” 
as many copies of each, commencivg with the 
current volumes, as there are common schou!l dis- 
tricts in the state, and shall cause as many copies 
of each to be adrsessed to the school commission- 
ers of each town as there shall be school districts 
in the same; and it shall be the duty of such 
school commissioners to cause the said papers to 
be promptly distributed, one copy of each to the 
several schools, and of the trustees of said school 
districts to have the same properly taken care 
of, and to be used as occasional class books in 
said schools, 

20. The comptroller shall, on the requisition of 
the said board of agriculture, draw his warrant on 
the treasury of the state for the payment to each 
of the proprietors of the said agricultural papers 
for the number of copies 30-delivered, estimating 
each of them at 50 cents per copy; such payment 
to be made from the common school fund. 








FARMERS’ REPOSITORY 
OF AGRICFLTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND EAST- 
MAN’S CYLINDRICAL STRAW CUTTERS 
IMPROVED. 

oy Subscriber ae the ublie, that he has secu- 
red by letters patent his late and very important improye- 
ments on his Cylindrical Straw Cutter, by which faa- 
provements they are made more durable and easier kept 
in order. All the machinery being secured to an iron 
frame the shrinkage, wear and decay of wood is avoided. 
The feeding part of hisimproved machine is upon an en- 
tire different principle from the former machine; far more 
durable, requiring neither skill or care to keep it in order. 
These machines are so constructed as to make the freight 
on them less than half what it cost to ship the former or 
wood machines, an important desideratum to p 
living at a distance; and I now offer it to the public upon 
the credit of my establishment asthe most perfect machine 
in existence for the same purpose.. They are also adapt- 
ed to cutting rags for paper making, and for cutting to- 
bacco as onelionel by Tobacconists, | &c. 

I also keep these machines on havd made as heretofore 
with my new feeding machinery attached to them; and 
also a general assortment of —— anplowantn, ag, 
usual. Elliott’s Horizontal Fans, and Fox & Bor- 
land’s T; ing Machines are both superior articles. 

My stock of Ploughs on hand are not equalled in this 
city either for quality, quantity, or variety. I have e 
large assortment of Blo h Castings at retail or by the 
ton, and having an Iron Foundry attached to my estab- 
lishment can furnish any kind of Plough or Machine 





Castings on reasonable terms and at a short notice. 
All repairs done with punctuality and neatness. On 
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